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West End Preservation Society Statement before the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission in
Support of the Proposed Riverside-West End District Extension 11 October 25,2011

Good Afternoon Chair Tierney, Commissioners and Staff, thank you so much. My name is Richard Emery and
on behalf of West End Preservation Society, Erika Petersen, Josette Amato, Batya Lewton and all the others
who have worked so hard, we want to, first of all, thank this Commission.

In these days of government cynicism, at every level of government, this Commission stands uniquely as a
responsive, high-minded, incredibly hard working group of public servants, who get very little in return but a

lot of grief from many aspects of this city; you are doing God's work in my opinion.

This commission is an amazing collection of people who care about the values of New York City, the
community of New York City and probably is the single most important source of preserving and elevating
those values that we have in the city today.

It's very exciting to me. I've lived in this city, virtually, all my life. I've struggled for this city to be more
transparent and open in lots of the litigation that I've done, hopefully in the public interest. This Commission

stands tall in the efforts to make NYC a better place.

In that regard, so too have the public servants, the elected officials who have supported this effort. This effort
was born of a vision among a few of us and it has caught fire. The amazing thing is that we have virtually no
opposition. I suggest to you, you know much better than I because I don't come to your hearings, that there are
very few hearings where you have such uniform support, such modest opposition. We have had very little
opposition with this.

Among the elected officials it has been unanimous; we have had vigorous and vital support for every aspect of
this effort including and most importantly the expansion which this commission brought to the table from the

much more narrow approach that we originally included in our Request For Evaluation.

The second point, I want to make, is that this commission is responsible therefore for the sense of community

that has been at the core of what we've been trying to do. West End Avenue really is a community. Riverside-
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West End District is a community and anyone of you must know that, even if you have just walked there at
one time or another.

Finally, I think it's important to say that we don't expect the uniform support necessarily to continue. If we are
lucky enough to get your vote in support of these districts, we hope that we will have your continuing support
when we see the special interests go to the Council and regrettably play on those aspects of government,
which cause cynicism. Sometimes, elected officials do not respond, necessarily, in the way we would hope.
That's why it is very important to have a transparent, open process where this commission is as active as we
will be in the Council to protect this, what I would call, Holy Grail of preservation projects in NY. Thank you

very much.
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